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encourage secession of this territory from China; and Sun agreeing
Russia should maintain troops there during "the inability of the
present government at Peking" to prevent hostile activities by White
Guards against Russia.
Within a month of Sun's meeting with Joffe, Chen Chiung-ming
was driven from Canton and Sun Yat-sen returned as Generalissimo.
He appointed Chiang Kai-shek as his Chief of Staff and at once
sent him on a six months' mission to Moscow to study Red Army
training and Soviet organisation. Chiang returned from Moscow
with favourable reports., He planned the new Whampoa Military
Academy where, with the help of Russian instructors, a new kind
of Chinese army was born. Cadets were trained in personal responsi-
bility for the welfare of soldiers under their command, discipline was
strict and instruction was given in politics on the general lines of
Sun's Three Principles of the People. .
In the Canton administration Sun was aided by other Russian
advisers, notably Borodin, It is wrong to suppose this American-
educated Russian was a sinister genius who took charge of Sun Yat-
sen. He was an able man who did his best to injure British interests,
but on important points his views were sometimes disregarded by
Sun. He was not infallible, as may be seen in his judgment that
Chiang Kai-shek was "not enough of a personality" to become a
leader of China!
Sun's standing in China was assured. When he spoke at Hong-
kong as the guest of the University in February 1923 he received
an ovation. There was no Chinese leader who enjoyed anything
like the popularity of Sun Yat-sen at the time of Jofie's visit, a year
before Borodin came to Canton. As for Borodin, he is reported to
have expressed strongly his agreement with The Three Principles
because they "meet the demands of the Chinese revolution'*; but
other reports allege that Borodin had a low opinion of Sun Yat-sen.
It is to be noted, too, that D'Elia, a translator and commentator of
Sun's work, points out that his lectures during 1924 show "the in-
fluence of Soviet propaganda** but *"do not show any approbative
feeling for her anti-capitalist movement".175
This is not to deny that Borodin helped Sun greatly in the neces-
sary task of reorganising the Kuomintaog. The objection of Sun's
colleagues, notably Wang Ching-wei, to previous party reorganisa-
tions had been that Sim always dominated tibe party, leaving fa-
sufficient scope for other leaders. They wanted more democratic
control within the party. The reorganisation, now brought about